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Abstract

The problem of the numerical modelling of the damping effect of the spiral compensators of percussion—rotary
drilling devices is considered. The Roe first-order difference method has been adapted for the computation of a
three-dimensional flow of a barotropic compressible fluid on a spatial curvilinear grid. As a result, the distributions
of the solution components have been obtained both inside the compensator channel and at its upper outlet. A
comparison of the damping effect of the compensator with the results of the one-dimensional computation by a
TVD second-order scheme has shown that the three-dimensional computations produce a slightly more pronounced
damping effect than the one-dimensional computations.
© 2005 Published by The Japan Society of Fluid Mechanics and Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.

PACS:65M99; 76B47

Keywords:Finite difference scheme; Compressible flow; Shocks; Friction term

1. Introduction

The percussion—rotary technique is currently the main technique for the drilling of wells in the sedimen-
tary rocks for the exploratory purposes and oil and natural gas production. This technique is inefficient
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Fig. 1. The basic elements of the percussion-rotary drilling device: (a) the hydraulic drilling hammer; (b) spiral compensator;
(c) the curvilinear grid on the internal walls of a spiral channelXar= 161, N» = 12, N3 = 12. The dimensions are given
in meters.

at the drilling in hard crystalline rock${xton, 1990; Zhao, 1998The percussion—rotary drilling is a
combination of the rotary and percussion methods and has the following advantages over the pure rotary

drilling:

¢ higher drilling velocity in moderately hard and hard stone;
e better stability of well direction and
e insignificant wear because of lesser rotation frequency and lesser drilling pressure.

The percussion-rotary drilling technique was implemented in the hydraulic drilling hammers of several
types Pixton, 1990; Zhao, 1998Following Schacht et al. (2002)ve now describe in detail the design
and the functioning of a typical hydraulic drilling hammer and the spiral compensator. The hydraulic
drilling hammer Fig. 1(a)) consists of the shock piston (1), anvil (2) and drill bit (3) as well as a valve
(4) with a spring (5).

The working fluid (the distilled water) enters from above via the valve (4), which moves depending
on the volume rate against the spring strength downwards, and then the fluid flows through the shock
piston (1), which has a larger frontal surface at the lower fluid outlet than at the inlet, into the space
I, via the channel in the anvil. Since the lower frontal surface of the shock piston (1) is larger than its
upper frontal surface, a larger pressure develops on the lower frontal surface than on the upper frontal
surface of the piston. Because of this difference in pressures the shock piston (1) moves upwards anc
finally leads to a sudden interruption of flow when its upper frontal surface encounters the valve (4).
This results in a pressure shock (also called shock wave), which accelerates the valve (4) motion as wel
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as the downward motion of shock piston (1). Then it again frees, however, the flow at the lower dead
point of the valve (4). The piston (1) hits due to its inertia the anvil (2), and the above process repeats
again.

When the valve (4) is closed the shock wave forms above the valve, which then propagates in the
spiral compensator (shown Fig. 1(b)) upwards. After the shock wave already damped in the spiral
compensator has left the spiral compensator it propagates further upwards in a pipeline and enters a
reservoir which is used as a pressure accumulator of the pump. Thus, the shock wave propagates in the
spiral compensator in the direction opposite to the fluid flow. The purpose of the spiral compensator is to
damp the periodical shock waves, which could destruct both the drilling device and the pipeline supplying
the fluid to the percussion—rotary drill.

Fig. 1(b) shows a typical actual spiral compensator of the drilling unit; the compensator diameter is
4% in, and the drilling unit produces the borehole 6 in in diameter.

We now explain the way in which the fluid flows through the drilling device. Inside the drilling hammer
the fluid flows downwards. The drill bit (3) is supplied with inclined nozzles through which the fluid leaves
the drilling hammer and then flows, together with stone crumb produced as a result of drilling, upwards.
The inclined positioning of the nozzles in the drill bit ensures that the drill bit (3) turns by a certain
angle (percussion—rotary drilling) after each impact of the piston (1) against the anvil (2). Due to the high
frequency of the impacts, the mixture of fluid and stone crumb flows rather continuously upwards (6).
The path of the fluid (which subsequently carries the crumb) is showaminl(a) by the dashed lines
supplied with arrows.

Thus, the formation of shock waves is a feature of the fluid flow inside the percussion-rotary drilling
device. The pressure behind the fronts of these shocks may take very large values. The spiral compensator
are designed in such a way that they must reduce maximally the strength of shock waves and to maximally
use the shocks propagating in the direction of anvil and drill bit for the drilling processes.

The mathematical modelling of time-dependent hydrodynamic processes in spiral compensators is
of great practical importance for an optimal design of such pressure compensators. The hydrodynamic
processes in a spiral compensator were modelle8dhacht et al. (2002)n the basis of the equations
of the model of an inviscid compressible barotropic fluid in the one-dimensional approximation. These
equations were approximated by two different finite difference schemes: the scheme of splitting in terms
of physical processes and a TVD scheme. The numerous numerical computations by these schemes hav
enabled us to find the optimal geometric configurations of the spiral compensators, which ensure the best
efficiency of the damping of shocks.

The one-dimensional formulation, however, does not enable the consideration of the curvature effects
of the spiral compensator walls as well as the centrifugal forces. In this connection we propose below
an extension of the mathematical model of fluid flow appliedSlhacht et al. (200Fpr the case of a
three-dimensional time-dependent compressible fluid flow in a spiral compensator.

We now present a review of a number of works in which the finite difference methods were applied for
the numerical modelling of three-dimensional compressible flows of liquids or gases in the channels with
curved walls and with a rectangular cross sectkgrziger and Peri{2002)have presented the results
of the numerical solution of the problem of a three-dimensional viscous laminar flow around a cylinder
mounted in a channel with a rectangular cross section and with straight walls.

Aubert et al. (1995have applied the first- and second-order schemes for the numerical modelling of a
three-dimensional transonic flow in a nozzle whose geometry included a plane channel with 10% sinusoid
bumps on the upper and lower waliha and Bilgen (199&)ave proposed an implicit difference scheme
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for the computation of a three-dimensional flow in an experimental ONERA channel, which had three
planar walls and a bump on the lower wall. The three-dimensional flow in this channel was characterized
by the presence of a system of oblique shocks reflecting from the channel walls.

There are also experimental studies of the shock reflections from the curved channel walls; a review
of the relevant works was made Bazhenova et al. (19863\ki (1989), andFursenko et al. (1992)

It is to be noted that there are at least two significant differences between the problems considered by
Bazhenova et al. (19863ki (1989), Fursenko et al. (1992and the problem of the shock propagation in
a spiral compensator:

e the shock Mach number in a spiral compensator does not exceed 0.03, so that the three-dimensione
flow which is considered in the following belongs to a class of low Mach number flows;

e the curvature of the spiral compensator walls does not undergo any jump in contrast with the case
considered byazhenova et al. (1986A\ki (1989), Fursenko et al. (1992Aubert et al. (1995)Zha
and Bilgen (1996)andFerziger and Peri{2002)

As was pointed out bydazhenova et al. (19863 specific shock wave configuration arising at the
reflection of shocks from the walls is determined completely by the incident shock strength. If the angle
between the shock front and the interaction surface exceédt@d a shock diffraction process occurs,
which is characterized by the formation of rarefaction waves in the gas flow behind the shock wave
(Bazhenova et al., 1986Such a situation arises in the problems considereddahenova et al. (1986)

AKki (1989), Fursenko et al. (19920ubert et al. (1995)Zha and Bilgen (1996)andFerziger and Peti”
(2002) when an initially planar shock wave front reaches the point of matching the rectilinear and curved
parts of the channel walls.

In our case the vertical channel walls have everywhere the same constant curvature, and the angle
between the initially planar shock wave front and the channel walls equalsTQs, the conditions
for the formation of the shock diffraction phenomenon are not satisfied in our case. This results in a
much simpler flow pattern than in cases of shock diffraction problems conside@d4inenova et al.
(1986) Aki (1989), Fursenko et al. (1992RAubert et al. (1995)Zha and Bilgen (1996)andFerziger
and Perc”(2002) The fluid dynamics problem considered in the following is nevertheless computa-
tionally very intensive. This is conditioned by the following factors: (i) a complex geometry of the
spatial computational region; (ii) the necessity of the execution of several thousands of time steps to
ensure a reliable prediction of the maximum values of the fluid pressure at the upper outlet of the spiral
compensator.

A shock wave flow regime is realized in the existing designs of spiral compens&tdracht et al.
(2002)have proposed an idea of replacing this regime by a smooth flow regime by means of installing
an extra valve supported by a spring at the lower inlet of the compensator. The spring strength must be
adjusted in such way that a sufficient smoothing of pressure profiles in time be ensured. It was shown by
Schacht et al. (2002hat in the case of a smooth pressure function at the lower inlet of the compensator
the fluid flow turns out to be smooth along the entire channel of the spiral compensator. In addition,
the damping effect of the compensator has been shown to be more considerable for the same pressu
amplitude at the lower inlet of the compensator than in the shock wave regime.

The conservative difference schemes are applicable for the computation of both smooth and discontinu-
ous solutions of the fluid dynamics problefislpe (1993has considered several popular computer codes
(implementing the methods of the Runge—Kutta type) as applied to the computation of two-dimensional
flows with the free stream Mach numh#t,, =0.003. A conclusion was drawn on the applicability of the
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computer codes also for the computations at such low Mach numbers. This conclusion was stimulating
for us at the choice of one of currently popular schemes, the Roe scirRoee{981; Toro, 1999for

the computation of a three-dimensional nonstationary flow of a compressible inviscid barotropic fluid in
a spiral compensator.

The paperis organized as follows. In Section 2, we presentthe governing equations for three-dimensional
barotropic compressible fluid flow in curvilinear coordinates. For a better understanding of the obtained
numerical solutions, and for a validation of this solution, it is very important to know at least some fea-
tures of the exact solution. In this connection, we study in Section 3 some properties of the solution of
the three-dimensional problem under consideration. In Section 4, we briefly describe the Roe scheme as
applied to three-dimensional barotropic fluid flows.

Since we have at present no results of the experimental measurements in actual spiral compensator:
at our disposal, we have used for the verification of the developed numerical method the test problem
of the stationary shock wave propagation in a channel with flat walls. For this purpose, the original
spiral channel was rectified to a one-dimensional channel in Section 5 by means of simple formulas for
the corresponding mapping of the region in the physical spatial coordinates onto a similar region with
rectangular boundaries in the space of curvilinear coordinates. We present further in Section 5 the results
of the numerical modelling of three-dimensional hydrodynamic processes in actual spiral compensators.
And, finally, in Section 6 we formulate the conclusions.

2. Governing equations

As the flow model we will use the Euler equations governing a three-dimensional nonstationary flow
of an inviscid compressible nonheat-conducting barotropic fluid. Denofetbg spatial region inside a
spiral compensator. Since the spiral channel walls are curved it is more convenient to use the equations
of fluid flow in curvilinear coordinates, #, { such that the original regiaf in the space of the Cartesian
spatial coordinates, y, andzis mapped onto a parallelografhin the space of curvilinear coordinates.
The¢ coordinate is measured along the spiral, whereagdhnel{ coordinates in the cross section. Assume
that there is the corresponding one-to-one mapping

x=x&n0, y=y&En 0, z=z2¢&n0, En ) ell (1)

The flow equations in curvilinear coordinatés;, and{ take the following form Pulliam and Steger,
1980:

ouJ oF oG oH
4+ — +— 4+ — = JR(). 2
o Tty T TRY @

Here,J is the Jacobian of transformation (¥)= x:(y,zc — yezy) — ye(xyzg — xezy) + 26Xy — yyXo);
Xe, Ve, 26 Xy Y 2y X6, Ve 2¢ @re the partial derivatives, for examptg,= 0z (¢, n, ) /0n, etc.;

F=J&F+74G+IEH, G=UnF+JnG+InH, A=JLF+ILG+ILH, (3)
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Fig. 2. The rectangular cross section of a spiral channel.

where the column vectotd, F, G, andH are defined by formulas

o 2,ou pv pw
| pu _|pou+p _ puv _ pUw
U= o | FU) = v | GU) = w2+ p | HU) = pow
pw puw pVw pw2 +p
0
—Ap|v|u/(2D)
RWU) = Z ) 4
©=1" —wiih/ep) @

—Aplvlw/(2D) — pg
In Eqgs. (4)p is the fluid density;y = (u, v, w) is the vector of fluid velocity, where, v, w are the

components of the velocity vector along they-, andz-axis, respectivelyp is the pressure, anglis the
vector of acceleration due to gravity.8d m/s?) and|v| is the modulus of the velocity vector, that is,

U] = Vu? + v2 + w2,
To close Eq. (2) the equation of state for fluids
p = Keft In(p/po) (5)

is needed. The quantity, in (5) is the initial fluid density at = 0. The constanKe¢, which is also
known in literature as bulk modulus, may be computed for a rectangular channel as falewksér,

1971; Schacht et al., 2002, 2005
Keft = [EF + 0.1(B/H)*R(B)(d/H) 3Ey' T, (6)

where Eg and Ey; are the Young's modules of elasticity for fluid and wall material, respectivkly,
the wall thickness, anB or H are the external dimensions of the channel cross sectior-{ge8). The

quantity R(p) is the so-called rectangular factor:
R(B)=(6—5p)/2+ (1/2)(H/B)*(6 — 58(B/H)?), p=1—H/B+ (H/B)*. )
The dimensional quantities, p, u, v, andw are related to the nondimensional quantife®,u, v, w
by formulas

_ P _ P _ u _ v _ w _ X _ y _ Z
= -, = —, u—=—, U:—’ u):—’ X =—, = —, = -,
P Keff P 00 co co co L Y L L
- t K
f=— co= |2 (8)

fref Po
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Fig. 3. The friction factov: in the interval 18 < Re< 108 computed by formula (9) (dashed line) and by the Nikuradse formula
(20) (solid line).

wherelL is the length of the spiral channel angt = L /co. We have omitted the bars over the nondimen-
sional quantities in (4) and in the following for the purpose of brevity of notation. In the nondimensional
form, the equation of state (5) takes the forpr= In p.

The term—p4|v|v/(2D) in (4) takes into account the losses due to wall friction in channel. A number
of different computational formulas for the wall friction numbiewvere proposed b&bramovich (1991)
for the case of a stationary flow as functions of the Reynolds number and the relative wall roughness.
Because of the periodic shock waves the flow in a spiral rectangular channel is strongly nonstationary.
Therefore, we have used in the present work the following relations basing on the experimental data:

D = B1H1/(B1+ H1), 7=0.021D%3 9)

for the computation of the effective diamet@rand the wall friction factor. (Merenkov et al., 1992
Here, B1 and H; are the internal dimensions of flow channel (§&g. 2) in a cross section, which is
perpendicular to the channel walls.

Basing on the input data presented in Section 6.2.1 it is easy to find that for typical conditions of water
flow in spiral compensator the Reynolds number varies frofrtd@(°. One can, therefore, use also the
formula of Nikuradse\Warsi, 1999 for the friction factor.:

;u — U, + N eﬁ ’ y
0.0032+ 0.221Re 9237 (10)

whereRe=g D /v, g isthe mean flow velocity in the duct cross section, aisdhe fluid kinematic viscosity.
If, for example,B; = 0.06 m, H; = 0.0266 m, the volume flow rat®@q = 6001/ min, v=10"5m?/s,
then we obtairRe= 115 473. We show irFig. 3the graphs of the functions (9) and (10). Formula (9)
can be seen to yield the values, which are by a factor of about 3.5 higher than the values obtained by the
Nikuradse formula (10). This is not surprising because formula (9) takes into account the experimental
data for the ducts, which are affected both by wall roughness and near-wall turbulence. Since in the case
of formula (10) the value of depends weakly oRein the Rerange under consideration, we have used
in our three-dimensional computations the constant valuebased on the Reynolds number computed
from the user-specified volume flow rafk).

We now introduce at every poifik, vy, z) € Q a system of rectangular Cartesian coordinates, z
such that th&-axis is directed along a tangent to the central line of the spiral, angHthedz-axis are
oriented in such a way that the coordinate sysiem, z forms a right coordinate system, sewg. 4.



274 W. Schacht et al. Fluid Dynamics Researc37 (2005) 267—-292

Fig. 4. The local axig, y, 7 in the channel.

Denote b)i: (11, I2, I3), the unit vector of a tangent to tlieaxis with coordinates, I», I3 in the system
of the original Cartesian coordinatesy, z. The initial conditions may then be written as follows:

pE.5,2,00=0 a=q¢%, 1=¢"%, w=¢%; p@E5.70=1@G7FHeQ (11

whereq? is the dimensionless fluid velocity, which is obtained from the desired volumergasad the
hydraulic cross-section area= B1H1: ¢° = Qo/(Aco).

As the boundary condition at the inlet of the spiral compensator, that is, at its lower side in the direction
of the percussion—rotary drill, two variants for the pressure fungiigin) are considered:

1. Smooth periodic function

po(t) = 0.5[ pmin + Pmax+ (Pmax — Pmin) Sin(wt — 0.5m)]. (12)

2. Periodic jump function

po(t) = 0.5[pmin + pPmax~+ (Pmax — Pmin) SIgN(sin(ot — 0.5n))]. (13)

The values ofpmin and pmax (0 < pmin < pmax), that is, the minimum and maximum pressure values

at the inlet of spiral channel, depend on the specific type of the percussion—rotary drill (for example,
Pmin = 0.2 MPa andpmax = 30 MPa). In Egs. (12) and (13}, is the angular velocityp = 2z f, andf is

the frequency of pressure oscillations (for example, 30 Hz).

The boundary conditions at the upper outlet of the spiral are determined depending on the flow character
at that end, see further detailsSichacht et al. (2005)

On the lower and upper walls as well as on the inner and outer walls, it is assumed that the surface is
impermeable, i.ey, = 0, wherev,, is the normal velocity component with respect to the wall. Due to the
small curvature of the spiral, it is also assumed thagton = 0 on all walls.

Applying the methods of analytic geometry it is not difficult to show that the desired mapping (3) has
the following form for the case of a spiral channel:

x =(Binp+a —0.5B1)cosé, y=—(Bip+a—05By)siné, z= Hil + ¢1& — 0.5H1,
Smin<E<smax, 0<n<l, 0<(<1 (14)
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Here,a is the radius of the cylinder on whose surface the spiral channel axis lies; the canstaint
determined by the technological constraints for the spiral compensator d8stggcht et al., 2002The
quantity H; entering (14) is related to the vertical si#k of the hydraulic cross section (sEa. 2) by
the formula:H, = Hy/ sina.

3. Solution properties

The system of equations (2) governing a three-dimensional nonstationary fluid flow has a complex
nonlinear character. It is nevertheless possible to establish some properties of the solution of this system
for the case of the specific problem of barotropic fluid flow.

1. The signs of the eigenvalues of the Jacobi matrirethe subregions of smooth flow the system of
equations (2) is equivalent to the following nondivergence system:

ouJ ou ou ouU

—+ AU, ¢, W,C)—é‘f—B(U g, n,C)—+C(U, ,V/,C)—C—JR(U) (15)
where

. oF (U . oG

A(U7 67 n, C) = % = J(éxA + éyB)’ B(Uv év n, C) = %) = ‘](I/IXA + ’/IyB>l

. oH U

U&= = JCA+LBHLO) (16)
and

EEC) _3G() _dHU)
AU) = —6U , B = —au , ClU= —6U . a7

It is convenient for the following to introduce the notation:

A

u=¢u+ ¢, V=nu+nu, W={u+{v+Cw. (18)

The eigenvalues”, v=1, 2,3, u=1, 2, 3, 4 of the matriced\ (v=1),B (v=2),C (v=3) are expressed
by formulas presented in Appendix.

We at first analyze the sign of the quantityLet Uy = v/u? + v2, ¢ = vu? + v2 + w?. Itis clear that
Up<g. We can write the quantitiess and v in the form: u = Upcosp,v = Upsinf, where

cosp = u/~/u? + v2. Then

MV =P =i = Ug(¢, cosp + &, sinp) = /2 + EUocosp — po), (19)

where cog, = £, /|VE|. A typical spiral compensator contains several spiral turns. Since the fluid flow
is directed near the vertical walls of the spiral along a tangent to the wall, then (19) implies that the

eigenvaluesl(ll) and)le) may change their sign within the spatial computational region. One can easily
arrive at the same conclusion while considering similarly the elgenvagﬁ)ea(z) andﬂ(‘?’) )V(S)



276 W. Schacht et al. Fluid Dynamics Researc37 (2005) 267—-292
We now show that alway$g") <0 andif{') >0forv=1,2, 3. Indeed,
25 = e\ + E[(Uo/c) cosp — py) — 1<,/ &2 + E(M — 1) <0,
whereM = g /c is the Mach numbe// < 0.1 in the fluid dynamics problem under study. Similarly,

WY = c|VeE[(Uo/c) cosB — 1) + 1= c|VEI(L — (Uo/e)) =c|VE|(L— M) > 0.

2. The constancy of the density and pressure in the region ahead of the first shock wavedramie
by 4¢,; a difference approximation of the spatial differentiation operator in (2), that is,

AgtU(En, ) ~ _F_% ﬁ
of  op &
We have used below a finite difference scheme
(L/D U™ —U") = AU + TRUY), (20)
wherer is the time step of the difference schemés the number of atime step,=0, 1,2, .... Letus

find the expressions far, 0, w att = 0 by using the initial conditions (11) and formulas (18). We also
note that the components I, /3 of the unit tangent vector to the lines of the famijly: const (= const
may easily be found with the aid of (14): = —(d1/d>) Siné, lo = —(d1/d2) cOSE, I3 = c1/d2, where
di=a+ By (y — 0.5), d = (d? + ¢2)%5. Then we obtain from (18) and (11):

A0, 0) = Eau+ & = g% s + &ylo) = (¢°/do) (SINPE + cogé) = ¢°/dy.

It is then easy to obtain with regard for the formula for the Jacobtat (0/0¢)(J pir) = 0. We find in a

similar way:d (¢, 1, £, 0) =n,u +n,v=¢°0, 11+ n,l2) = [¢°%d1/ (B1d2)](— cos¢ siné + sin¢ cosé) =0,
thereforep/on[J pv (&, i, £, 0)]=0.And, finally,w (¢, n, ¢, O)=Cxu+Cyv+CZw=[q°c1/(H1d2)](—sin2§—
cogé+1) =0, so thad/dc[J pw (&, i, £, 0)]=0. Then it follows from (20) thap! = p° = 1 in the entire

spatial region ahead of the first shock wave. By virtue of the fact that the liquid is assumed to be barotropic
we obtain that also the pressyreemains constant at= t in the above spatial region. Assuming further
sequentially: = 1, 2, ... in (20), we arrive at the conclusion that the liquid pressure and density remain
constant at thé¢, n, {) points ahead of the first shock wave front in some interval of time until that
moment of time when the front of the first shock wave reaches the given point. In order for the first shock
wave moving from the bottom to the top of the spiral channel to reach the upper outlet of the channel it
is necessary to execute several dozens of thousands of time steps by an explicit difference scheme (c
alsoSchacht et al., 2002In this connection, it is very important for the difference scheme to possess the
property:A¢,:U° = 0.

4. Numerical method

Before discretizing the governing equations it is necessary to generate numerically the spatial curvi-
linear grid inside the spiral channel. This was done by using the analytic formulas-{@4)(c) gives
an idea of the generated orthogonal curvilinear grid. The presented spiral compensator can be seen fror
this figure to have 12 rolls, so that about 13 grid nodes along-tieds lie within each single roll. The
obtained grid on the internal surface may be seen to be insufficiently smooth, so that it is desirable to take
a larger number than 161 of nodes along &kaxis for the given compensator.
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The Roe’s schemérpe, 198) has gained a widespread acceptance at the numerical solution of applied
fluid mechanics problems; a review of the relevant works may be foufaro(1999) We will not present
here the detailed difference equations of the Roe’s scheme for the sake of brevity. We present the Jordan
decompositions of the Jacobi matrices needed by the scheme in Appendix.

The expressions for the Roe’s averages of the velocity components and density proved to be the same
as in the case of the ideal gas equation of state. The Roe’s averageof the sound velocity was found
for the case of the equation of stgie= In p to have the form$chacht et al., 2005

)0.5

_ . . _ —05 .
Civ1/2=((Piv1jk = Pijk)/0pi)~"s |opil>&  Civy2=p; ;5 10p;i] <é,

S . 1012
Whel’e()pi = pi-i-l,j,k - pi,j,k’ &= 10 .

5. Numerical results

5.1. The validation test

In order to check the correctness of the programming of difference equations on curvilinear grid we
have used the developed Fortran code in the particular case of a channel with constant cross section,
which extends along theaxis. For this particular case, we have used the following transformation from
the Cartesian coordinatesy, z to the curvilinear coordinates n, {: x = ¢, y = B1y, z = H1{, where
B1 andH; are the internal dimensions of the channel cross sextiertonst, se€ig. 2 Then the metric
derivatives obviously simplify to the following expressiods:=1, &, =¢, =0; n, =5, =0, 5, =
1/B1; (={(,=0, {;=1/H1.To validate the developed computer code we have compared the numerical
results with the exact analytic solution for the case of the propagation of a stationary shock wave in a
channel. The analytic solution for this test was derive®biiacht et al. (2002)

The numerical results as well as the exact solution (dashed line) are sh&wgn &for the moment of
timer =1,, when the shock wave has not yet left the channel. In this run, we have used the spatial uniform
grid of 100x 10 x 10 cells. It is seen frorkig. Xe), (f) that the velocity of the shock wave propagation
is reproduced correctly by the Roe’s scheme. The difference solution profiles are monotonous.

As regards the computer code validation via three-dimensional computations. We have found in
Sectim 3 a stationary solution of the Euler equations for the spiral duct, which is characterized by
the sine shapes of the velocity componandésdv and a constant pressure. This solution should be valid
at any(x, y, z) point, which was not reached by the first shock wave. This solution was indeed ensured
by the above described Roe’s scheme, and the difference solution errors did not exceed the level of the
machine roundoff errors at the computations with double precision.

5.2. Flow processes in spiral compensators

5.2.1. Input data for three-dimensional computations

The purpose of studying the three-dimensional fluid flows in actual spiral compensators of the
percussion—rotary drilling devices is the determination of such geometric parameters of a spiral channel
at which a maximum damping effect is ensured for the periodic shock waves propagating along the spiral
channel upwards. With regard for our previous one-dimensional results we have formulated the following
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goals of three-dimensional numerical computations of fluid flows in spiral compensators:

e the check-up and refinement of the damping effect of a compensator;

e obtaining the information about the flow patterns at different moments of time and in different sections
of the spiral channel;

e a comparison of the results of one-dimensional and three-dimensional computations of the pressure a
the upper outlet of the compensator channel.

The geometry of a spiral channel with a rectangular cross section is a function of the
parameters, b, H, d, zmax, Az. With regard for the conclusions obtained on the basis of one-dimensional
computations we have considered in the three-dimensional computations whose results are presented |
the following, only the case of a dense packing of spiral rolls to which the vAkyed = 1
corresponds.

Denote bypoyt the maximum fluid pressure in the upper outlet sectionnax Of the spiral compensator.

This pressure value was shown $ghacht et al. (2002p depend strongly on the fluid volume rabe.

In addition, the valugoyt generally depends on the Young’s modulgsand Ey in accordance with the
equation of state. And, finally, the specific damping effect was shown by the one-dimensional computations
to be dependent on the pressure valpgs and pmax in the boundary condition for the pressure (12)

or (13) at the lower compensator inlet= 0. The outlet pressure valyg, is, thus, a function of the
following parameters:

Pout = F((l, Bs H’ d, Zmax> Pmin, Pmax QO7 EFa EM)! (21)
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Table 1
The values of the pressupgyt at the use of the boundary condition (12) for several increasing values of the niymbégrid
nodes along thé-axis

N1 161 241 321
Ppout (ban 143.60 147.28 148.93
(SPOUI - 0.025 0.011

wherezmax IS the spiral compensator height along thaxis. FollowingSchacht et al. (2002yve have
fixed the following parameters in our numerical studies:

Er=205x 18N/m2, Epm =200x 10°N/m?2, d=1cm
Zmax=0.6m, a=13cm po = 1100 kg/m3,
pmin =1MPa Pmax = 16 MPa the frequencyf = 25Hz

As a result, function (21) reduces to a function of only three argumegis= F1(B, H, Qo).

Note that we have taken a shorter compensator th&aliracht et al. (200Zpr the three-dimensional
computations described belowax = 0.6 m. (the valuezmax = 0.9 m. was used in one-dimensional
computations). This is related to the fact that the number of spiral compensator rolls is proportional to
zZmax according to (14). Therefore, in order to ensure a sufficiently high accuracy of numerical results it
is necessary to take a larger and larger number of grid n¥g@dong thez-axis with increasingmax.

5.2.2. The smooth solution case

We at first consider the case when the smooth boundary condition (12) is specified at the lower inlet
E=smin-As was shown bgchacht et al. (2002he fluid flow remained smooth in this case during the entire
computation and was represented by a sequence of alternating compression and expansion zones. Sinc
the linear size of the spiral channel under consideration alongéixes, that is, its length, is by a factor of
about 100 larger than the sizBsand H; of its cross section, itis then clear that the choice of the step size
A¢=(smax—smin)/(N1—1) is the main factor affecting the accuracy of the numerical solution obtained by
the Roe’s scheme. A grid refinement study was done to verify the result independence. Depgte by
and(pout)» the values of a maximum in the temporal distribution of fluid pressure at the upper outlet of

the compensator, which have been obtained for some vﬁilyesN{l) andNi = N{z), N{z) > N{l). We

assume the vaIuH{z) to be acceptable from the viewpoint of the accuracy of computations by the Roe’s
scheme 6 pout = [(pout)1 — (Pout)2l/(Pout)2 =0.01. We present iTable 1the values ofpoy; obtained
for three values ofN; and for N = N3 = 12 for the moment of time = 0.03597 s. The value of the
volume rateQq equalled 600 I/min. in these computations. The following optimal paramBtarslH
were found bySchacht et al. (2002pr this value ofQp : B =0.08 m, H = 0.0466 m,which were just
used in the above computatiofigble limplies that the valué&/; =321 is acceptable from the viewpoint
of the chosen accuracy criterion. For all valuesNaf from Table 130,000 time steps were required
to reach the moment of time= 0.03597 s. The spatial computing grid is shown patrtially for the case
N1=161 N> = N3=12inFig. 1(c). In our computations of both smooth and shocked flow regimes we
used the grids with 24% 12 x 12 and 321x 12 x 12 nodes. For a graphical display of the results along
the spiral channel of the compensator this channel was unrolled along a straight line in most figures.
Fig. 6 shows the pressure and the velocity componmesiirfaces in sectioti= 0.5 for two different
moments of time = 30, 000 = 0.03597 s and = 37, 000 = 0.04437 s. The solution can be seen to



t) (b) at the moments of time

,1,0.5,

0.08 m, H = 0.0466 m.

0.03597s (a) and

=05,(=05atr =

tiony

0.5B1)

—(a—

2

x2+y

TSN
D
=

600/ min, B

et
SIS
SRS

g
s
>—
5
(b)

¢insec

W. Schacht et al. Fluid Dynamics ResearcB87 (2005) 267—292

0.5, 1) (a) and the velocity component= u (¢

n,

0.04437's (c)
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Fig. 7. The profiles of the velocity componemtsv,

atr =0.04437 s (b)u (solid line)

remain smooth also at these times.Hig. 6 as well as inFigs. 16-13, 17, 20, 21, 22, the horizontal
coordinate is the dimensional length of the channel arc measured in meters aldrgxibelt can be
seen that along thgaxis, the quantity (and hence) varies weakly. The Cartesian velocity components

1, 0.5) can be seen ikigs. 6and7 to have the shape of modulated sine curves.

0.5) andv(¢,
We show inFig. 8 (the upper row of figures) the streamlines in different sectioasconst plotted on

the basis of the radial velocity componemn

u(é,n,

u cos¢é — v siné and vertical velocity component. The

=

whose origin(0, 0) lies in the lower corner of the section
F

ez

const nearest to tH@zaxis has been usedltg. 8as well as irFig. 18

density contours in different channel sections are presented in the lower row of figutigs 8 Note

is the radial coordinaté,= z — (c1¢; — 0.5H4), that is, the coordinatésandz vary within the following

that a local Cartesian coordinate syst
intervals: 0<7 < B1, 0<z<
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Fig. 8. Streamlines and density contours in sectipasconst atr = 3 x 10z = 0.03597 s: (a) = 0.5A¢ (the section near the
lower inlet); (b)¢ = 0.5(smin + smax) (the section in the spiral middle); (€)= smax — 0.5A¢ (the section near the upper outlet).

Fig. 9. The stagnation surfaces= 0 at different moments of time: (a)= 10% = 0.01199s; (by = 3 x 10% = 0.03597 s; (c)
t = 3300 = 0.03957 s.

Since the compression wave pushes the fluid particles upwards in the direction opposite to the direction
of injecting the fluid via the upper outlet, a stagnation surface must exist at times when the compression
wave propagates inside the spiral channel. In order to obtain a more detailed information about this
surface we have written a computer code to detectihe, z) points of the surface on which the velocity
moduleg = (4% + v2 + w?)°%® = 0. We show inFig. 9 the surfaces; = 0 at different moments of
time. For convenience of visualization we showHig. 9 along with the stagnation surface also the
inner vertical wall of the spiral hydraulic channel. The surface 0 can be seen to have the shape of
a ribbon, which is practically vertical in each secti®a- const. For small values of time the extent
of the surface; = 0 along the circumferential coordinateis considerable so that it takes more than
2n radians. With increasing the stagnation surface moves upwards in the direction of the upper outlet
of the compensator, and its extent along ¢reordinate reduces. The latter feature can also be seen in
Fig. 10 On different sides of the stagnation surface, the fluid particles not only perform an ascending or
descending motion but also have the velocity magnitudes, which depend significantly on the polar radius
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Fig. 11. The tangential velocity component= ut(¢, 5, 0.5) for t = 0.01199 s (a) and= 0.03597 s (b).

(b)

Fig. 12. The radial velocity componemt = ur (&, n, 0.5) for t =0.01199 s (a) and = 0.03597 s (b).

(seeFig. 9). This results in a considerable extent of the stagnation zone along the spiral axis. All of this
evidences a very complex three-dimensional character of fluid motion inside the spiral channel.

In order to gain a further insight into the temporal behavior of the stagnation surface we shigw in
10the velocity module surfaces=q (¢, n, 0.5) for the same moments of time ashig. 9. It can be seen
that the points of the surfage= 0, which are located near the outer vertical wall of the spiral channel,
for small values of time lag behind the points of this surface, which lie near the inner wall. Therefore, the
surfaceg = 0 wraps around the spiral ax@z as¢ increases, and simultaneously it approaches the inner
channel wall.

We show inFig. 11the fluid velocity component; = (ux: + vye + wze) (x2 + y2 +22)7%°, which is
tangentto the grid lineg=const{=const (these lines run in parallel with verticafchannel walls). We also
show inFig. 12the radial velocity componemt. Comparing these two figures we can see that the radial
velocity component is about two orders of magnitude smaller than the tangential velocity component
This means that the fluid moves in the spiral channel mainly in parallel with the vertical channel walls. It
is clearly seen iffrig. 11(a) that the fluid particles move upwards in the spiral channel in the compression
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Fig. 14. The numerical results for the pressure in the ¢ase- 600 |/ min in section; = 0.5, { = 0.5: (a) the temporal pressure
distribution in the inlet sectiod = smiy according to (12); (b) the pressure distributions along the spiral channel at different
moments of timer = 23,000 = 0.02758 s (solid line)y = 30, 000 = 0.03597 s (dashed line);= 37,000 = 0.04437 s
(dotted line).

wave (theu; values are positive). Since the compression wave is followed by an expansion wave, the
fluid particles behind the compression wave again run in the direction of the lower compensator inlet
(Fig. 11(b)). Along with the radial velocity component one can identify in each cross sectipa const

also the vertical velocity component, which coincides with the Cartesian velocity compenditte
componeni can be seen ifig. 7to be very small.

Each fluid particle rotates around the spiral axis @#fexis) at speed: = —u siné — v cosé. The
quantitypvg/r, wherer is the polar radius; = (x2 + y2)®®, is the centrifugal force developed by a unit
fluid volume. In order to estimate the relative magnitude of centrifugal force let us introduce the following
dimensionless parameter:

ket = pvZ/ (r max |VP|) : (22)

The surface&qs = k¢i (&, 5, 0.5) presented ifFig. 13show that the influence of the centrifugal forces is
not large enough to alter the pressure distribution significantly.

Some numerical results obtained for the case of smooth pressure function (12) at the spiral inlet are
presented irFig. 14 The three-dimensional flow in the spiral channel can be seen to remain smooth at
different moments of time.

A comparison of the results of a three-dimensional computation of the mean pressure and the mean
velocity componeni; in the outlet section of the spiral chandelsyaxwith the results of one-dimensional
computation by the second-order TVD scheme fi®atacht et al. (2002% presented irrig. 15 The
mean pressure and the mean tangent velocity component were computed in the outlet section at eact
moment of timer,, as the arithmetic means of the corresponding vapes ; , ; , and o)y, _1/5 ; «-
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Fig. 15. The mean pressure (a) and the tangent velocity component (b) as the functions of time in the outlet segtign
Solid lines are the results of the three-dimensional computation; dotted lines are the results of the one-dimensional computation
by the TVD scheme fronschacht et al. (2002)
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Fig. 16. The mean pressure (a) and the tangent velocity component (b) as the functions of time in the outlet seglign
Solid lines are the results of using formula (9); dotted lines are the results of using the Nikuradse formula (10).

The results of the three-dimensional and one-dimensional computations can be sef€ig filto agree
well with one another. The maximum pressure vabdg computed in the one-dimensional computation
amounts to 152.245 bar; the corresponding valyg from the three-dimensional computation equals
148.93 bar according tdable 1 Thus, the mathematical model of the three-dimensional flow gives a
slightly lower value of the maximum pressusg,: than the one-dimensional model.

We also compare iRig. 16the results of using two different formulas for the friction factan three-
dimensional flow computations. It turns out that despite a significant difference irvéilaes produced
by the both formulas the pressure amplitudes at the upper outlet of the spiral compensator differ little.
This can tz)e explained by the fact that the order of smallness of the both valués thie same and is
about 10~

5.2.3. The discontinuous solution case

As was shown byschacht et al. (2002in the case of the discontinuous boundary condition (13) at the
lower inlet of the spiral channel the fluid flow is discontinuous at0. The frequency of the formation
of shock waves is dictated by the frequency of pressure oscillations according to (13).

The results of three-dimensional computations presentéthm 17—24vere obtained on the spatial
curvilinear grid of 321x 12 x 12 nodes. The pressure surfaces are shoviignl7in section{ = 0.5
for two moments of time = 10*z = 0.01199 s and = 14 x 10%t = 0.01679s.

We show inFig. 18(the upper row of figures) the streamlines in different sectioasonst plotted on
the basis of the radial velocity componentand vertical velocity component. The density contours in
different channel sections are presented in the lower row of figurieigirl8
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Fig. 17. The pressure surfaces= p(¢, 5, 0.5, 1) atr =0.01199 s (a) and= 0.01679 s (b). The volume rat@g = 6001/ min,
B =0.08m,H =0.0466 m.
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Fig. 18. Streamlines and density contours in sectioasonst at = 14 x 103t =0.01679's: (a) = 0.5A¢ (the section near the
lower inlet); (b)¢ = 0.5(smin + smax) (the section in the spiral middle); (€)= smax— 0.5A¢ (the section near the upper outlet).

-0.1 0 0.1

0.4

0.4 0.4

0.2

0.2 0.2

0 o.%'% 0
@) 01 (b) 01 © oL

Fig. 19. The stagnation surfaces= 0 at different moments of time: (a)= 10*z = 0.01199s; (by = 14 x 10%c = 0.01679s;
(c)r = 15500 = 0.01859s.

We show inFig. 19the stagnation surfaces= 0 at different moments of time. The surfage- 0 can
be seen to have the shape of a ribbon, as in the continuous flow case; this time the stagnation surface is
however, much shorter than in the casé&igf. 9. With increasingd, the stagnation surface moves upwards
in the direction of the upper outlet of the compensator.
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Fig. 22. The surfacels = ki (&, n, 0.5) for t =0.01199 s (a) and= 0.01679 s (b).

Similarly toFigs. 11and12we show inFigs. 20and21the tangential and radial velocity components
uy andu,. Comparing these two figures we can see as in the smooth flow case that the radial velocity
component is about two orders of magnitude smaller than the tangential velocity companEmné
w component is again very small in comparison with the tangential velocity compepnemé do not
present the corresponding plots for the purpose of brevity.

The surface&q = ke (&, 1, 0.5) (see EqQ. (22)) presented kig. 22 show that the influence of the
centrifugal forces is again insignificant.

Fig. 23shows some numerical results obtained in the case of the discontinuous pressure function (13) at
the inlet of the spiral. It can be seen fréfig. 23b) that the pressure behind the shock wave front gradually
drops as the shock propagates upwards along the spiral channel. This means that the compensator ensul
the effect of damping the pressure.

The results of a three-dimensional computation of the mean pressure and the mean tangent veloc
ity componentu; in the outlet section of the spiral channgk smax are compared with the results
of the one-dimensional computation by the second-order TVD schemeSuatracht et al. (2002
Fig. 24 The results of the three-dimensional and one-dimensional computations can be seen to be in a
good agreement with one another. The maximum pressure yglgleomputed in the one-dimensional
computation amounts to 155.724 bar; the corresponding vaduefrom the three-dimensional com-



W. Schacht et al. Fluid Dynamics ResearcB87 (2005) 267—-292 287

150 150 sesecscnnnen,
125 125
g 100 g 100
g 75 5 75
50 50
25 25
0.02 0.04 0.06 2

(@) ts (b)

Fig. 23. The numerical results for the pressure in the ¢age- 6001/ min in sectiory = 0.5, { = 0.5: (a) the temporal pressure
distribution in the inlet sectiod = sminy according to (13); (b) the pressure distributions along the spiral channel at different
moments of timet = 14, 000 = 0.01679 s (solid line); = 50, 000 = 0.05996 s (dotted line).
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Fig. 24. The mean pressure (a) and the tangent velocity component (b) as the functions of time in the outlet segtign
Solid lines are the results of the three-dimensional computation; dotted lines are the results of the one-dimensional computation
by the TVD scheme fronSchacht et al. (2002)

putation equals 152.416 bar. Thus, the mathematical model of the three-dimensional flow gives as in
the smooth flow regime a slightly lower value of the maximum presgygethan the one-dimensional
model.

It can also be seen frofig. 24that the discontinuities in the pressure and velocity are smeared in time
less intensively when using the TVD scheme despite the fact that we have used only 200 cells along the
x-axis at the computation by the TVD scheme. This is related to the fact that the TVD scheme used by
us in the one-dimensional computations has the second order of accuracy, whereas the Roe’s scheme hg
only the first order of accuracy.

6. Conclusion

We have described above a difference method for the computation of three-dimensional compressible
fluid flows in the channels of spiral compensators of the percussion—rotary drilling devices and presented
some results of three-dimensional computations. The main purpose of these computations was to gain
a further insight into the properties of fluid flow in spiral compensators and to compare the results of
three-dimensional computations with the numerical results obtained on the basis of the application of a
mathematical model of one-dimensional fluid flow.
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The above presented results of three-dimensional computations show that the fluid flow under study
has such an intrinsically three-dimensional feature as an extended curved stagnatioryssr@adenis
surface is much shorter in the case of a shocked flow regime.

Despite this feature, the temporal mean distributions of pressure and tangential velocity component
in the upper outlet section of the spiral compensator agree well with the results of one-dimensional
computations. This indicates that the influence of the centrifugal forces is not large enough to alter the
pressure distribution significantly.

Since the three-dimensional computations require much larger CPU time expenses than the one-
dimensional computations one can propose the following two-stage procedure for the computational
design of optimal spiral compensators:

e a check-up of the proposed compensator design from the viewpoint of its optimality with the aid
of one-dimensional computations; the design refinement with the aid of a number of runs using the
one-dimensional model;

o the final refinement of the compensator design with the aid of three-dimensional computations.

One can formulate at least two directions of future research in the area of the numerical modelling of
fluid flows in spiral compensators.

The first direction follows from the above-mentioned fact that the results of three-dimensional computa-
tions averaged over the channel cross section agree well with the results of one-dimensional computations
One can, therefore, perform an averaging over the radial coordinate or over the vertical coordinate in the
equations governing the three-dimensional flow and derive in this way the equations of a quasi-two-
dimensional nonstationary fluid flow in a spiral channel. Since the resulting mathematical model will
indeed be a two-dimensional mathematical model its practical application must result in very significant
computer time savings at the numerical computations for the purpose of the optimal compensator design

The second research direction is related to a search for an optimal pressure distpibstieg(z) at
the lower inlet of the spiral compensator, which will ensure the most efficient damping of pressure peaks
in the course of their propagation in the spiral channel for the same peak pressues the lower inlet.
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Appendix. The expressions for matrices R, Rz, and R3

We at first present the expressions for matrige8, andC entering formulas (16):

( 0 1 0 O 0 0 1

2 2
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In the expansiol = J(¢,A + ¢,B) = RiA1R] Y, A1 is a diagonal matrix whose diagonal entries are
the eigenvalues of matri&, and the multiple eigenvalues are repeated on the diagonal in accordance
with their multiplicity. For the computation of matric& andAj in the expansion of matriA one can
use the following built-in functions of the software systéfathematicarespectively: Eigenvalues]
and Transpose[Eigenvectohd]. There is also the built-in function JordanDecompositijp[which
outputs bothR; andA;. Therefore, we have used this function in view of its conveniefiRe; A1] =
JordanDecompositiorfAs], whereAs = A, andA; = diag()b(ll), /lgl), igl), ),21)), )L(ll) = A(Zl) =Ji, /lél) =

/131) — Jelv, /1511) = 1(11) +Jc|Ve|, Ve =,/ + &, i =&+ Eyv. As aresult, an expression for
matrix R1 was found, in which there is the velocity componenin the denominators of some entries.
Thus, a singularity arises in these entriesvat 0. On the other hand it is well known that the matrix
R1 in the Jordan decomposition is determined nonuniquely. Let in@aelle a nonsingular diagonal
matrix, and leR, = R1D;. Consider the expression f@1A1R;* : R1A1R;* = RiD1A1(R1Dy) 1 =
RiD1A1D; 'Ry = RiA1RT = A. If we choose the matri©; asD; = diag(c, c&,, w, w), then we
obtain:

0 0 1 1
- 0 —c¢ —c&tu & +u
Ri=RiD; = . R ,
0 Céx _Céy +v Céy +v
c 0 w w
1
_w 0 0 =
c c
Méy — vy _fy x
— 0
c|vel? c|VEZ clVe?
-1 ~ ~ ~ ~
Ro=l il Gurle) & & o) (@3)
2 c 2c 2c
L Gt} LG
2 c 2c 2c )

whereé, = ¢,/|V¢|, &, = ¢&,/|V¢].
Similarly, the Jordan decomposition of the matBix= J (1, A + nyB) = R2A2R2_l, where

Az =diagi?, 1P, 2P, 5y, P =02 =ub, iQ =P — Jevn,
2P =22 + Jelvil,

Vil = /n2 +n3, 0 =nuu+nyv,
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0 0 1 1
0 —eny —ciiy+u ciy+u
Ro = . . :
0 ey —chy+v cipy+v
c 0 w w
1
_w 0 0 =
c c
l’”]y — Ul ny Mx
—_— — 0
L c|Vn|? c|Vn|2  ¢|Vn|?
R_ = A A N A y
S R St W M VT
2 c 2c 2c
L sty iy oy
2 c 2c 2c

wherei, = n,/|Vy| = cosé, ij, = n,/|Vy| = —siné. And, finally,
C=J(A+{,B+(,C) =R3AsR; ",

where
Az =diagl®, 4222 0P, AQ =00 =g, 1P =12 - v,
WY =08 4 Jeve,

IVl =G +B+E b=C{u+ v+ lw,

0 0 1 1
—& —ﬁ —czx—i-u ch+u
R3: gx Cx ,
0 c —czy + v czy +v
c 0 —CZZ +w cgz +w
A A AA ’\2 ’\2
alz GG GtE
b11 — —
c c c
~ A~ A2 A2 ~ A
Loy G+ e
b21 — —
Ryt = Coe
N R A R4
2 2c|V{| 2c 2c 2c
A I T
2 2c|V{| 2c 2c 2c
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~ ~ ~ ~ ~ A2 A2 ~A A
Herer = Cx/|VC|’ Cy = Cy/lVClv Cz = Cz/|vé|’ bll = [Cz(Cxu + Cyv) - (Cx + Cy)w]/cv b21 = [gxé/yu -
Eiv + &.(Cw — Lv)1/e. Note that DetR1) = —2¢3|V¢| <0, Det(Rz) = —2¢3|Vy| <0, Det(Rs) =
—2¢%|V¢| <0. In the case of the vanishirg, the following expressions were used R anngl:

0 0 1 1
0 c u u
R3 = A A
cf; 0 —cy+v cf,+v
-, 0 —c22+w cgz—l-w
sz_Cyw _CZ Cy
—_ 0
c|V{|2 clVE2 el ve?
— 1
—u = 0 0
c c
—1_ A A A A
O EYPRRESA RN
2 c 2c 2c
O T ) W
2 c 2c 2c
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